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(R to L) The Rev. Elizabeth December, a deacon at Julian of Norwich, and her mother Gladys talked
with the Rt. Rev. Peter Coffin at Christ Church Cathedral on New Year's Day. Gladys turned 102 on
Jan. 4. Her late husband, the Rev. Frederick December, retired from Guyana South America and served
as a priest here in the diocese.

Offering signs of hope for 2024
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Archbishop Linda Nicholls
sharing her reflections on the
new year at Christ Church
Cathedral in Ottawa.

BY LEIGH ANNE WILLIAMS

Keeping up a long-standing
tradition, Archbishop Linda Nicholls,
Primate of the Anglican Church

in Canada, delivered her New

Year’s Day homily at Christ Church
Cathedral in Ottawa.

She acknowledged that 2023
was a particularly difficult year for
many in Canada and around the
globe—as people faced lingering
concerns about COVID, the worst
wildfire season on record in Canada,
earthquakes in Turkey, Syria and
Japan, and wars around the globe
including in Ukraine, Armenia and
Israel-Gaza.

Surveying the inequities,
injustices, fear, oppression and
suffering flourishing, looking ahead
into 2024 with hope is a challenge,
she said.

Canadians cannot simply just
blinker themselves from the
suffering elsewhere, Nicholls said.
“We live in a global community
where a small event in one part of
the world is known instantly and
ripples through economic and social
relationships....What happens to our
neighbours—wherever they are in
this world—happens to us.”

“The weight of the darkness in
our world seems stronger this year.
Maybe more so because we believe
that human beings are both called
and capable of living differently,” she
said.

The archbishop spoke of her
horror watching the unfolding
violence in the Holy Land in places
she had visited twice in the past
year, including “the bombing of
the Al Ahli Anglican hospital, the
utter decimation of Gaza and

contemplated the bottomless pit
of grief for the Jewish community
on Oct. 7, reopening the wounds
of centuries of antisemitism. | have
also heard the calls of Christian
leaders in the land of the Holy

One and around the world crying
out for an end to the violence. ...
Archbishop Hosam [Naoum of the
Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem]
joined the other patriarchs and
religious leaders in calling for peace.
“As custodians of the Christian faith,
deeply rooted in the Holy Land, we
stand in solidarity with the people
of this region, who are enduring
the devastating consequences of
continued strife.

P> Primate's homily
seep. 8
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FROM OUR BISHOP

Gaining perspective, stepping into prayerfulness

BY THE RIGHT REVEREND
SHANE PARKER

| love almost any kind of vista. A
compelling vista has details which
become apparent as you gaze over
it. The accompanying photograph
captures a lighthouse and early
morning sun off the coast of
Montrose, Scotland. When | first
paused to take it in, it appeared to
me as a single, captivating view.
Eventually, | became more aware
of the movement of the waves, the
slow rising of the sun, the lines in
the sand, the soft colours in the sky,
and the increasingly sharp outline of
the lighthouse as daylight deepened
the intensity of its white walls.

There is something calming about
being able to look out over space
and distance, and this often lulls
me into a state of prayerfulness.
| believe this is because our
perspective changes when we are
drawn away from ourselves.

Our diocese has opened up a
new way of sharing news in the
form of an online publication called
Perspective. In a couple of years,
Crosstalk, our long-standing printed
newspaper, will be discontinued
as our national Church moves the
Anglican Journal into an online-only
format. For now, many Crosstalk
articles will appear in Perspective,
along with current stories (This is
particularly significant given the
lead time required for Crosstalk’s
print and mail distribution, a month
before it reaches you.) Eventually,
Perspective will become our principal
newspaper.

Change is always happening.
Societal changes have deeply
affected Anglicans and other
religious groups in recent years.

But our diocese has gained a

new perspective and achieved

a remarkable consensus. After
listening carefully to one another,
we have chosen to guide change
rather than be changed. We are
doing things that will allow us to
be well-run and well-resourced,
so we can focus outward with
humble confidence and expansive

Sunrise on the east coast of Scotland

generosity—a benefit to the wider
community around us, sharing in
God’s mission to bring the whole
world into the orbit of Christ’s love.

Over the last three successive
Synods, we have moved toward
adopting a vision of being a Spirit-
led Church that is equipped for
mission in our time. We will build
our capacity to do this, to be this,
through a range of initiatives which
will enable, support, resource,
and nurture practical and spiritual
renewal among clergy and lay
people across our diocesan church.

Our Synod in 2023 committed
us to two specific goals: 1) by
2028, each of our parishes and
congregations will be engaged in
contextual mission, and each will
be involved with at least one new
venture; 2) by 2031, the 135th
anniversary of our diocese, we
will have 35 new worshipping
communities, in a great variety of
shapes and sizes.

Depending on your perspective,
this is either very daunting or an
exciting development in our ministry
in this part of creation. One thing
is certain: we must learn how to do
contextual mission. We must learn
new skills which allow us to discern
and understand how the Holy Spirit
is already active in the people and
communities around our churches—
and when we have done this, to ask
how God is calling us to use our gifts
and resources to enable God’s work

in the rural areas, villages, towns,
and cities of our diocese.

What we need to do first,
however, is to pray: to step back,
look at the vista of opportunity
before us, and pray. We need to
stand in a place where we can see
how God is already at work in the
world before we can discern how
we may be called to participate in
God’s work. We must listen in a new
way to the Holy Spirit—because we
cannot afford to repeat the historic
mistake of thinking we have the
agenda in hand and must get others
to follow it.

In October, we celebrated the
launch of a year-long Time of
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Prayer—Listening for the Divine
Sparks in our Midst, in order to
make prayer integral to how we
move forward. | whole-heartedly
encourage every member of our
diocese, in every parish and ministry,
to join in, using the Time of Prayer
resources found on our website.

The season of Lent, which begins
in this month, is a time to take
stock and gain perspective by “self-
examination, penitence, prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving, and by
reading and meditating on the word
of God.” Take these words to heart,
praying for yourself and for our
beloved diocesan church as we step
into the vista of God’s future.

APPOINTMENTS

The Rev.
Adam
Brown

The Rev.
Cynthia
MacLachlan

Clergy Appointments

The. Rev. Adam Brown was appointed
as Incumbent of the Area Parish

of the St. Lawrence and the Rev.
Cynthia MacLachlan was appointed
the Associate Incumbent (half-time)
effective Dec. 11, 2023.

Lay Appointment

Shawn Scromeda has been appointed
Commissioner of Cemeteries and
Chair of the Property and Finance
Committee’s Cemeteries Working
Group, effective Jan. 6.
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Anglican Diocese of Ottawa launches Perspective, a
new online newspaper

BY LEIGH ANNE WILLIAMS

News in the Anglican Diocese of
Ottawa will be travelling much
faster in 2024. The monthly print
issues of Crosstalk will continue to
be delivered to subscribers’ homes,
and now an online edition of the
newspaper, Perspective, will come to
subscribers’ cell phones, tablets or
computers. Readers will also be able
to read and download the current
edition and back issues online at
https://ottawa.anglicannews.ca.

Crosstalk is delivered as a
supplement to the national
newspaper the Anglican Journal,
but as our publisher Bishop Shane
Parker mentioned in his column
(p-2) both of the print editions of
Anglican Journal and Crosstalk will
be discontinued in the coming years
in favour of more timely and cost-
effective online versions. For now,
however, readers have the best of
both worlds and their choice of
reading in print or online.

Looking ahead to an online-only
future, the Anglican Journal and
national church invited editors
of diocesan newspapers across
Canada into a collaborative
effort in 2021 to determine what
type of online platform would
best serve their needs and help
to connect publications and
Anglicans across the country.

Then they built it. Anglican News
Canada or anglicannews.ca is a
website that has been hosting the
Anglican Journal and eight diocesan
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newspapers. Perspective is the ninth
paper to join this network, and from
the site readers can read stories

in all of the publications and learn
more about what Anglicans from
British Columbia to Newfoundland
and Labrador are doing and
experiencing.

When Archbishop Linda Nicholls
attended the diocesan Synod in
Ottawa in 2022, | thanked her for
the gift of this valuable tool offered
to the dioceses from the collective
resources of the Canadian church
(in much the same way Bishop
Shane encourages all to see the
collective strength of the diocesan
church.) Individually, it would have
been very difficult for each diocese
to create an online version of their
publication, but together, through
the national church, it was possible
and has been realized.

Many thanks also go to Brian
Bukowski, web manager for the

Anglican Church of Canada and
his team for leading the creation
of the network, the creativity and
countless hours of work involved,
and for making a great resource of
how-to videos to remotely train
editors scattered across the country.

There were still some bumps and
delays along the way to launching
the online paper here while
the communications team was
stretched by staff shortages and
work to launch the new diocesan
website in 2023.

An executive review of potential
new names led to a final shortlist
of three titles, with "Perspective"
emerging as the leading option
after thoughtful deliberation and
consultations with archdeacons,
other parish leaders, and senior
staff at Ascension House.

Sandra Hamway, the director of
communications and development,
then presented Perspective to

“We are calling out for peace”

BY LEIGH ANNE WILLIAMS

The Ven. Imad Zoorob brought
greetings from Archbishop Hosam
Naoum and the Episcopal Diocese
of Jerusalem to Christ Church
Cathedral in Ottawa on Jan. 7.
Even though the unusually warm
weather turned wintery during
his visit, he thanked Bishop Shane
and the people of the diocese for
their warm welcome and for their
prayers and support during this
most difficult time in the Holy
Land.

Archdeacon Zoorob serves
in the only Anglican parish in
Lebanon, All Saints’ Episcopal
Church in Beirut, which has two
congregations, an international
English-speaking community and
an Arabic-speaking congregation,
who are mostly Palestinian. The
parish also includes St. Luke’s
Rehabilitation Center, located in a

town on the edge of Beirut, which
provides education, vocational
training and care for about 50
special needs children with various
cognitive disabilities at no cost to
their families.

The archdeacon came to Canada
to visit family after Christmas and
graciously took time for a brief
interview with Crosstalk after the
service at the Cathedral.

While all of Lebanon is affected
by the war in Israel and Gaza,
Archdeacon Zoorob has felt its
impact very directly because his
home village of Alma el-Chaab
is adjacent to the border where
Israel and Hezbollah have been
exchanging rocket fire. Several
houses in Alma have been
destroyed and the archdeacon’s
family’s home was damaged. Most
of the residents have fled to Beirut.

The war weighs heavily on
the diocese and especially on

Archbishop Hosam Naoum, as he
worries about how to meet the
needs of the people not only in
Gaza but in Lebanon. “We’re doing
a lot to help the people there,” the
archdeacon said, noting that the
Diocese runs the Al-Ahli hospital
in Gaza, which is still open even
though it was hit by airstrikes in
October.

“Our diocese is thankful for
the help of Christians and all the
people, all the dioceses around the
world,” he said. “We are calling out
for peace....Wars and bloodshed are
not good for anyone. ... We pray
for every family that lost dear ones.
We don’t want this to happen to
anyone....As a church we cannot
declare the love of God unless
we apply this on a daily basis to
everyone.”

Diocesan Council last spring as the
recommended choice. From there,
work began to select the typography
for the masthead, while aligning the
look and feel to the diocese brand.

Now that Perspective is up
and running, we hope it will
serve readers as Crosstalk and its
predecessor The Ottawa Diocesan
News have done since 1948.

An online edition will allow time-
sensitive articles to be promptly
published online, independent of
the schedule of monthly print issues.
It will also make it easy for our
community to immediately access
the newest happenings around the
diocese, to share stories via social
media and for readers to share
articles with their friends. We hope
you will share stories you enjoy and
share your feedback and suggestions
with us.

To subscribe to Perspective visit
www.ottawa.anglican.ca/subscribe/

PHOTO: LEIGH ANNE WILLIAMS

The Ven. Imad Zoorob serves
in the only Anglican parish in
Lebanon.
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Perth group works to save affordable housing project

BY DAVID HUMPHREYS

It's one step forward and two steps
back and never give up for the
multi-year campaign by the Church
of St James the Apostle to create
truly affordable housing in Perth.

St. James has been actively
advocating for an affordable housing
project, badly needed in the town,
since 2021. Instead of going it alone
the parish enlisted well-known Perth
citizens in a steering committee
under the name Caring Community
Housing Initiative Perth (CHIP).

In consultations with the town
council and staff, the committee
developed a project, and the town
identified a specific lot for the
project.

Early last year, the town provided
the CHIP team with advice about
how to apply for the land that
would be gifted, with the waiving of
development fees. A positive spirit
of co-operation continued until two
meetings in December.

“We felt that we were being
treated as strangers, even while
members of council smiled and
spoke politely to us,” summed up the
Rev. Canon Ken Davis following the
second meeting.

The council decided it would
take no further action on affordable
housing in the town until it
consulted Lanark County Council.

Further, it said the land it had
identified last summer as suitable
for the project and had agreed to
do preparatory work on it should
instead be put out to anyone
interested through a Request for
Proposals (RFP).

Comments by Mayor Judy Brown
and some councillors suggested
reluctance to gift the land. During
the municipal election campaign in
2022 Mayor Brown had promised to
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Canon Ken Davis felt that
the council's view of the

Caring Community Housing
Initiative Perth changed
noticeably in December.

identify suitable town-owned land
for the project.

Other municipalities within the
county, Mississippi Mills (Almonte)
and Smiths Falls did gift land for
a nominal fee that has resulted
in expanded affordable housing,
including the 35-unit project
supported by St. John the Evangelist
in Smiths Falls.

Brown said she intended to have
a housing strategy meeting for

Crosstalk is published 10 times a year
(September to June) and mailed as a
section of the Anglican Journal. It is
printed and mailed by Webnews Printing
Inc., North York.

Crosstalk is a member of the Canadian
Christian Communicators Association
and the Anglican Editors Association.

Subscriptions

For new or changed subscriptions,
please contact your parish administrator
or visit: www.anglicanjournal.com
Suggested annual donation: $25

Advertising

Crosstalk welcomes advertising from
parishes, agencies and enterprises
wanting to support our mission and
reach our readers. Publication does not

council and staff in 2024. The CHIP
committee members vowed to do
their own strategizing in the hope
that obstacles can be overcome.

St. James’s commitment to
support affordable housing has its
roots in another cause. In 2015,
the parish rose to a challenge to
help settle Syrian refugees. Back
then, Canon Davis said, he was
approached “by more than a few
people in this town with critical
comments like, ‘Why can’t we do
more to help people right here?
There are lots of people in our own
community who need our help’
They were right in saying so.”

Thus began St. James’s challenge
to develop affordable housing, at the
same time reflecting the Anglican
Diocese of Ottawa’s priority for
community outreach. It began with
a modest vision to create three units
a year for three years. It turned out
that the land identified by the town
was zoned for 10 to 12 units. The
CHIP group happily expanded the
scope of their project.

Carebridge Community Support,
the social services organization in
Lanark County with a proven track
record in developing and managing
affordable housing, came onboard as
the potential owner and operator.

Numerous formal and informal
meetings were held with town
staff and councillors—always
collaborative and positive in tone—
until December.

What happened?

Comments by the mayor about
the need for “fiscal responsibility”
and by a councillor about
determining the value of the
land before sending out any RFP
suggested possible second thoughts
about gifting the land.

Councillors cited a decision by
Lanark County in November to issue

imply endorsement by the Anglican
Diocese of Ottawa (ADO) or any of its
principals, and Crosstalk reserves the
right to decline advertisements.

Advertising enquiries should be directed
to: crosstalk.ads@gmail.com

Submit a story

Editorial enquiries and letters to the
editor should be directed to:
crosstalk@ottawa.anglican.ca
Leigh Anne Williams, Crosstalk

71 Bronson Ave.

Ottawa, Ontario KiR 6G6

613 232-7124

Please contact the editor for
submission deadlines.

its own request for proposals (RPF)
in the amount of $1.5 million to
build, own and operate affordable
housing in the county.

Emily Hollington, the county
director of social services, told
Crosstalk the RFP was not intended
to influence or in any way affect
the Perth project. It was intended
solely to encourage more affordable
housing. “Hopefully they can get
something going there.”

As it happens, the county’s RFP
fits the Perth project quite well.
But CHIP can’t apply for it until
Carebridge owns the land and has
completed surveys.

A likely issue is confusion over
what constitutes “affordable
housing.” For-profit developers who
attended one of the December
meetings have been claiming
to offer affordable rents in their
projects. But “affordable” rates for
developer projects run in the $1,500
to $1,800 range, beyond the reach
of the more than 700 people on the
county waiting list.

Councillor Isabel McRae tried to
convince her colleagues that the
CHIP project is quite different,
providing housing for the most
vulnerable at below market rates.
This is often 30 per cent of a
household’s monthly income. She
has offered advice to the CHIP
group and help to salvage the
project.

Correction

In our January 2024 article,
"Planting trees — here,

there and everywhere," Jane
Morris, Rector's Warden at
Christ Church Cathedral was
misidentified. Crosstalk regrets
the error.

Crosstalk acknowledges that we
publish on traditional Anishinabeg
Algonquin territory. We recognize
the Algonquins as the customary
keepers and defenders of the
Ottawa River Watershed and its
tributaries.
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St. Albans begins pilot project to address hunger on campus

BY LEIGH ANNE WILLIAMS

When the Rev. Michael Garner
began volunteering at the multi-
faith chaplaincy office at the
University of Ottawa in 2022, he
was surprised by the number of
students he met who were coping
with food insecurity.

Doing some more research over
that summer, he was told that use
of the student-run food bank on
campus had increased far beyond
its capacity, and its office often ran
out of food mid-week, even though
students are limited to going there
once a month.

“The chaplaincy office exists in the
mental health and wellness area of
the university, which is great, but it’s
hard to talk about mental health and
wellness if you're starving,” he told
Crosstalk.

Before the pandemic, St. Albans
had been a part of a long-running
ecumenical project with the United
and Presbyterian churches called
Open Table, in which the churches
hosted a meal for students once
a month. That ended when they
could no longer gather during the
pandemic, but with a bit of the
leftover funds, St Albans created
a food cupboard in the chaplaincy
office and promoted awareness of
it by giving away boxes of macaroni
and cheese in the first week of
school last fall.

Garner says the food cupboard in
the chaplaincy office is stocked with
non-perishable items such as canned
beans, lentils, tomatoes and pasta,
oatmeal, crackers and peanut butter.
“There are two challenges. One is
making students aware. Two, it’s
overcoming the feeling of shame....
If you're a second-year student, and
you're in what’s supposed to be the
best time of your life and you're
having to go to a food bank.....It’s a
challenging time.” One of the first
people who came to get some food
from the cupboard was a graduate
student from Senegal who was
living at the Shepherds of Good
Hope shelter,” he said.

Garner also met with the head
of residences for the university,
learning that while many students
live in residences with meal plans,
there are five buildings where
the students are responsible for
providing their own food, and many
of those students are in those
residences because the meal plans
are beyond their means. He asked if
it might be possible for St. Albans to
host a meal in one of the residences
for students without meal plans, and
was pleasantly surprised when her
answer was ‘absolutely’

So now, bolstered and supported
by a $5,000 grant from the Anglican
Foundation, St. Albans is planning
a pilot project, hosting a meal once
a month for any students living in

The Rev. Michael Garner says
food insecurity is pervasive on
university campuses.

the residences without meal plans
in January, February and March.
Residence staff told Garner to

be prepared to feed about 150
students.

“The Anglican Foundation of
Canada (AFC) is pleased to support
St. Alban’s in this multi-faith
chaplaincy initiative benefiting
students at the University of
Ottawa. AFC has a history of
supporting ecumenical campus
ministry projects across Canada,
and to see a new project come from
our 2023 RFP Viriditas is deeply
rewarding,” said AFC executive
director Scott Brubacher.

If the pilot project goes well,
Garner hopes to expand to a weekly
program next year. St. Albans would
seek partners who could host one
meal per semester. The partners
don’t need to be Anglican, he

The food cupboard in the
chaplaincy office is stocked with
non-perishable items.
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said. “It could be another Anglican
church, that would be lovely, or it
could be a synagogue or a mosque,
... and through the Open Table

we have some links to the United
Church and the Presbyterian
Church, so hopefully we can talk to
them.”

Garner also began some advocacy
work on this issue. As an alumnus
of the University of Ottawa, he
received an invitation to the alumni
association annual general meeting,
decided to attend, asked a question
and was able to share what he
had learned about student food
insecurity. “The Alumni Association
[members] were totally unaware,
just like | had been totally unaware,’
he said. Discussions with the alumni
association since have led to plans
for them to fund another food
pantry somewhere on campus, but
Garner has also suggested that the
association could get involved with
bigger projects such as a breakfast
program for students.

“The problem ... is not unique
to Ottawa U. It’s pervasive on
campuses,” said Garner. “My hope
is that there’s a bigger alumni
movement....For any of the myriad
of issues facing our communities,
we need to work in networks....
We can't solve the student hunger
problem, but we can advocate,
and we can get some momentum
and then bring in other people
alongside.”
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Post St. Valentine’s — A Day of Romance and Trivia /National Flag Day

UP-COMING ACTIVITIES

February 1 Creative Writing Group OR Coffee Klatsch
February 8 Cards & Games OR Coffee Klatsch
February 15
February 22  Cards & Games OR Coffee Klatsch
February 29  “Folklore”: Fun Songs and Music

musicians Chris White & Mary Gick
March 7 Coffee & Conversation
March 14 Pre St. Patrick’s Day Shenanigans -
March 21 Cards & Games OR Coffee Klatsch
March 28 “Eco Gardening and Bees":

Master Gardener and President of the Ottawa Horticultural Society

DIEASON
2024k

a weekly gathering for
eniors in the community
coffee, goodies and
featured activities

0200am to 12noon

enue, Ottawa

A Ceilidh and Irish Dancing

a morning with Julianne Labreche

For more information contact:

St Mark’'s at 613 224-7431
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Archbishop Linda Nicholls processes out at the end of the New
Year's service at Christ Church Cathedral.

P> New Year's homily, from p. 1

Our faith, which is founded on the
teachings of Jesus Christ, compels
us to advocate for the cessation of
all violent and military activities that
bring harm to both Palestinian and
Israeli civilians.”

Christians, she said, “live by a
faith rooted in an understanding of
being human in relationship with
God that offers another way....To
some it seems like a naive way—
even simplistic—yet it is rooted in
a wisdom stronger than death. It
begins in the love of the Creator
for all humankind in its fullness. ...
This love is not naive about human
nature, for God faced the depth
of human capacity for cruelty in
the death of Jesus—and “did not
strike back but overcame hatred
with love” (to quote one of our
eucharistic prayers). God offers us a
path through the darkness of human
betrayal and sin—our own and
others’—and offers life again and
again and again.”

“That,” Nicholls said, “is how we
face a new year. Not in denial of
the pain and suffering—but in the
knowledge that even the deepest
darkness of human evil cannot
overcome the love of God.”

The archbishop said she finds
hope in small gestures of human

New Year's levity at Christ
Church Cathedral

PHOTOS: THE VENERABLE CHRIS DUNN AND LEIGH ANNE WILLIAMS

Neilda Hayes, the Rev. Rick Vroom, Catherine Chapman and the Rt.
Rev. John Chapman

kindness and sacrifice, “Jesus and all
who follow him give the world signs
that another way is possible.” She
added that one of the gifts of being
the primate is the opportunity to
travel and see the ways Anglicans
are bringing hope.

The examples she offered included
a Primate’s World Relief and
Development Fund project in Kenya
that helps build shallow wells in a
drought-stricken region that give
those nearby cleaner water for their
farms, animals and homes; supports
training and microloans for small
dairy farmers...and helps provide
funds for children to go to school.

In Canada, she met lay Anglicans
sustaining worship and outreach
through food banks, soup kitchens
and community ministries in the
dioceses of Yukon and Caledonia.

As we enter this new year of 2024,
Nicholls said, “let us hold firm to the
hope of the gospel with faith and
trust in God’s infinite love and mercy
and—like Mary—respond with a
continuing ‘yes’ to God’s call”

She concluded with the blessing:

The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord make His face shine upon
you,

And be gracious to you;

The Lord lift up His countenance
upon you,

And give you peace.

From west end Ottawa came the Rev. Rhondda MacKay, Marni
Crossley and Janet Allingham.

Caroll Carkner, chair of the education committee, and Sylvia Milne
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Dean Beth Bretzlaff's (L to R) Zixuan Zhao, Félix Chen, Madeleine Gomery,
welcoming smile Corey Graham and Evan Desilets celebrate the new
year at the Cathedral.

Sheela Albert, Aleesha Katery and Praf Katery,
Christ Church Cathedral

Gaye Richardson, St. John Dawn Bell-Jack and Judith Dowler are both Jane Waterston, St. Margaret's Vanier and Crosstalk
Evangelist Ottawa and Multifaith members of the Cathedral congregation. designer, with Dr. Gwynneth Evans, Christ Church
Housing Cathedral and All My Relations

Spouses: Rt. Rev. Eric Bays and Dr. Patricia Bays, All Saints Westboro; Rt. Rev. Shane Parker and Katherine Shadbolt-Parker; "retired" clergy
the Rev. Rob Davis and the Rev. Cathy Davis
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St. Stephen’s marks Black History Month with
drumming, teaching, music and food

BY THE REV. CANON GEORGE
KWARI

Mark your calendars for St.
Stephen's Black History Month
festivities, featuring an interactive
drumming session, a mouth-
watering dinner highlighting
African-Caribbean cultures, dynamic
guest choirs, and enlightening
speakers.

Friday, Feb. 2, 6 pm - 9 pm

On Friday, Feb. 2 at 6 pm, the
talented and enthusiastic multi-
instrumentalist Sadio Sissoko will
set the tone of our month-long
celebration. The participants can
expect to use more than 25 drums
and multiple instruments. Through
Sadio’s teachings, we will gain

a deeper understanding of the
rhythmic beats of African drums,
which hold a vital role in African
customs, particularly in worship and
community celebrations. In African
communities, drums hold the same
significance as organs and pianos, as
they are integral to both traditional
and religious music. A Zimbabwean
Anglican Church service without
the use of drums is comparable to
a Christmas Eve service at Christ
Church Cathedral without the
accompaniment of organ music.

| think that truly understanding

the art of drumming is a way to
honour the deep roots and cultural
significance of the Black African
Community.

Sadio’s enthusiasm and expertise
are sure to make this learning
experience both educational and
enjoyable for everyone. Sadio plays
the djembé, sabar, doun-doun
and tama (talking drum). Sadio
is a singer, dancer, musician and
songwriter. In 2018 and 2019, he
won the Juno Award for best world
music group in Canada with the
group Okavango.

Anyone may join in on the fun at
this exciting event. The bigger the
group, the livelier the atmosphere.

New Year Smiles

Multi-instrumentalist Sadio Sissoko will offer teachings about the
rhythmic beats of African drums, which hold a vital place in African

worship and community celebrations.

All that’s needed is your sense of
wonder, desire to learn, and an open
mind and heart.

Along with the drumming we

will feast on delectable African-
Caribbean dishes

Since St. Stephen’s boasts a diverse
representation of people of African
and Caribbean descent, be sure

to come hungry and indulge in

the delectable dishes from the
African Caribbean Community. On
the menu you can expect dishes
like sadza and fat cooks, as well

as international favorites such as
Nigerian jollof rice, rice and pigeon
peas, conch fritters, and jerk chicken.

PHOTOS: CONTRIBUTED

Sunday Feb. 4, 10 am

The Voices of Praise referred to as
the “funky disciples of Gospel” will
be the guest choir at the Sunday
Eucharistic service and will lead the
congregation in worship, praise and
dance.

This year, St. Stephen’s is focusing
on Black music in an attempt to
help our community understand the
context within which the African-
American music grew in order to
gain a deeper appreciation the Black
people’s music.

| once read an article about an
accomplished musician who casually
played more like a token, “Swing

Low, Sweet Chariot.” The musician
was surprised when Black ministers
and members of the congregation
began to look at him uncomfortably.
The musician failed to recognize
that Black songs were a product of
slavery, colonization, and apartheid.
The melody was a signal that the
time for freedom had arrived. In
addition, the song can trigger
strong emotional responses in those
who encounter racism in their

daily lives, whether it is subtle or
blatant. "Swing Low, Sweet Chariot"
was sung at Harriet Tubman’s
funeral and became an unofficial
underground anthem during
apartheid in South Africa. The rich
tapestry of African-American music
is woven with the threads of pain,
resistance, sorrow, and a tumultuous
history of bigotry, violence, and
oppression.

African-American songwriter and
storyteller Courtney Ariel, in “How
not to appropriate: a guide for white
people,” for Sojourners magazine
offers the following advice, “Listen.
Lead with empathy, always. Be
mindful when appropriation
becomes misappropriation and
exploitation. You are human, lovely
and amazing. You did not create
these constructs and systems. But
you might likely be in a position
to affect positive change through
awareness, greater understanding
and meaningful action. | pray you
choose to do so”

Prior to singing or playing a
song by an African-American
writer, be sure to dedicate time to
understanding its history and culture,
and deliver a meaningful rendition.
Although music is meant to be
shared and enjoyed by everyone, it
can cause issues when there is a lack
of understanding about its historical
and cultural roots.

May your Black History Month
celebrations be filled with positivity
and joy. Join us for a delicious feast
and then dance the night away!

PHOTO: THE VEN. CHRIS DUNN

The Rev. Monique Stone,
Christ Church Bells Corners

The Rev. Canon George Kwari,
St. Stephen's Ottawa

The Rev. Mary Cate Garten,
Parish of Huntley

James Calkin, Director of
Music and Organist, Christ
Church Cathedral
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Parishioners say farewell to Innisville church

BY LEIGH ANNE WILLIAMS

Parishioners are saying farewell to
St. John’s Anglican Church, Innisville,
which was officially disestablished
on Dec. 12.

It has been a long goodbye. The
parish voted to disestablish at a
special vestry meeting more than
a year ago on Jan. 22,2023, and
Anglican services have not been held
there for months.

“It was a wonderful church. We
really enjoyed it,” said warden
and long-time parishioner Myrna
Peters. “We just didn’t have the
numbers,” she said, explaining that
the congregation was aging and
everyone who was able took on
responsibilities at the church. “l was
the cleaner,” she said.

Warden Tom Gardiner, who was
baptized in the church and has
been a parishioner for 85 years,
remembers when the church was
a very different, bustling place. “In
the Sunday School room, there are
pictures of the 50th and the 75th
[anniversaries], he said. “| don’t
know, we got all the people in the
church for the 50th... . The crowd
was huge,” he said. “Now when you
get to the 75th, it was probably
down by 40 percent.” By the time,
the church reached its 100th
anniversary, “we didn’t even take a
picture,” he said. “We had a special
service alright, and it was well
attended. We had an anniversary
dinner and dance for the 100th.
The billing that we did was kind of
novel. We had a midnight service
on New Year’s eve in 2011. But we
didn’t have the numbers that they
had at the other two.”

Even as late as the 1990s, “We'd
have probably 50 to 60 parishioners
on a Sunday,” Gardiner said. The
pandemic was the final blow, but
“our numbers had gone down by
attrition because it was an older
population, and every year, there
were a few more who weren'’t able
to go or had passed away,” he said. “

And with fewer people going
to church in general, attendance
fell off. “The last number of years
before COVID, | tried to have a few

St. John's and St. Porphyrios held a music concert and fundraiser in
October 2022. Bottom left—a photo from diocesan archives of the
original building. Warden Myrna Peters (above right) also pitched in

to help by cleaning the church.

concerts and musical events every
year as fundraising, and they were
fairly successful, enough to keep the
doors open anyway,” said Gardiner,
“but during COVID you couldn’t
have anything like that either.”

The church is still being used by
St. Porphyrios Orthodox Church, a
Carpathian congregation that has
been renting and sharing space with
the Anglican congregation for some
time.

The building is for sale, but

fourth-generation parishioner. His
great-grandfather attended the
church before the original wood-
framed building that was replaced
by the current stone building.
There is some question about when
the original church was built. The
earliest date on a tombstone in the
cemetery is 1842.

The current stone building was
finished in 1912.

Dickinson is a third-generation
parishioner, who was baptized and
married in the church. His family
members are buried in the cemetery,
so his work on the cemetery board
and caring for the cemetery itself for
40 years is personal.

Dickinson said he has received
telephone calls from people whose
family members are buried in
the cemetery or who want to be
buried there in the future. They are
concerned about what will happen
to the cemetery, but Dickinson
has reassured them that there
are strict government regulations
about the care and maintenance of
cemeteries. Still, he said, he would
prefer to see another denomination
buy the property to keep that a
more personal connection to the
cemetery.

Parishioners looking for a new
church home have quite a few
choices in the vicinity.

“We're part of the Parish of
Mississippi Lake, so there’s St. James,
Franktown and St. James, Carleton
Place, and Christ Church Ashton,
still within the parish,” said Gardiner,
who has also attended the nearby
Boyd’s United Church. “What’s
happening in a lot of these small
rural churches is the same as the
decision we faced,” said Gardiner.
“Because they were built in the days
of the horse and buggy, they had
to be within close proximity, but
“distance now isn’t that much of a
problem. Once you get in the car,
another five minutes’ drive, from
my point of view, doesn’t really
make much difference. It's wherever
you feel comfortable and that’s
convenient.”

Gardiner explained that it is not
easy for new owners to repurpose
the building for residential or
commercial use because the
cemetery is attached and cannot be
severed. Both he and Ron Dickinson,
secretary treasurer of the cemetery
board, say they hope another
denomination or faith group will
purchase the property.

“I'd hate to see it used for
anything else than a place of
worship,” said Gardiner, who is a

Do you wanl 1o make a dgnlficand gift thal will fransform the work of your
parizh miniefries, your diecesan miniskiesz, or the Community Ministries?

You can da it tedoy-with a legocy gift thraugh your will.
* coatr you next te nathing during your llfelime

* prezerves your eavings and cash flew

* ean be ehanged ar reveked o neadad

* allaws yau e be far more generaus than you ever thaught possible

For quesilons and bequesh warding, please contact Sandra Hamway,
Director of Communicalions and Development al
eammunleallens@abawe, ang llean. ca
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REFLECTION

Prayerfully rising to the challenge

As Bishop Shane outlined in his
column on p. 2, the most recent
Synod set two goals or challenges for
every parish and congregation in the
diocese.

1) by 2028, each of our parishes
and congregations will be engaged
in contextual mission, and each will
be involved with at least one new
venture;

2) by 2031, the 135th anniversary
of our diocese, we will have 35 new
worshipping communities, in a great
variety of shapes and sizes.

Depending on your perspective, this
is either very daunting or an exciting
development in our ministry in this
part of creation. One thing is certain:
we must learn how to do contextual
mission.

Paul Mugarura has some valuable
insights on this topic. Having
immigrated to Canada from Uganda,
he wrote a reflection last year that
highlighted some of the difficulties
new Canadians, even Anglicans if
they are from a different culture,
face when trying to find a church
home in Canada. (“My prayer is that
“helpful” sorting out of people will
cease.” Crosstalk, Feb. 2023 p.14). He
and his wife Evelyn also lead a new

PHOTO VEN. CHRIS DUNN

Paul Mugarura at the podium,
Synod 2023

worshipping community on Sunday
afternoons at Trinity Anglican Church
in Ottawa with Archdeacon Mark
Whittall. So, it seemed appropriate to
share some of the words of inspiration
he offered at Synod as parishes across
the diocese enter into “A Time of
Prayer,” to discern how God might be
calling them to serve in their changing
communities.

Our experience of change is
not new. ... With the exception of
people descended from Indigenous
peoples, every single one of us
can trace our lineage to a person
or group of people who chose to
leave their homes and try to start
something new in North America.
While some may act with surprise
at the changes happening in society
around us, in truth, we have always
been a country for which change
is constant. We have always been
a country that is a destination for
people from all over the world.

The mosaic of multiculturalism has
been an ever-present reality in our
country, even though it may have
been historically dominated by one
ethnic majority.

As leaders and members of faith
communities, we have seen this
inevitable change. We've seen
our communities change, and
the makeup of our congregations
change as a result. And as the
contexts around us change, we've
all been part of initiatives within our
congregations to try to meet the
needs of the communities in which
we are situated. For example, many
of us at one time or another have
raised money for new immigrants to

Canada. Many of us have responded
to calls to be a part of meeting the
needs for unhoused people or those
facing incredible financial difficulty.
Many are on a journey to be more
inclusive in our language and
posture towards society. Many more
still are growing in our desire to see
the dignity and voices of Indigenous
peoples of this land restored.

As we all know, not every change
in our contexts has resulted in
a net-positive change for our
congregations around the city.
Through the years, we've even
seen the position of privilege that
our houses of faith held in our
communities change, and as a result,
we've had to walk through years of
contracting membership within our
congregations. This is no longer a
theoretical conversation, but it is a
reality that presents a real challenge
to the church of today to continue
ministry in a context in which we
can no longer coast on the position
of privilege and authority that the
church held in society in the past.

Rising to meet the challenges
of our changing contexts is not
something new to us.

Reflection, to page 11

WARM UP AT
ATVL DA, TR HE G LA

If you or a loved one are concerned about spending the colder
months at home, consider a winter stay at Amica The Glebe.
Here, you won’t have to worry about the challenges that come with
winter. Instead, you'll enjoy the comfort and connection of a caring
community of seniors, while staying in a private suite with access
to premium amenities and professional, personalized care.

Who knows, you may just warm up to winter after all.

To learn more about a winter stay or to book a private tour,
call LA or Luisa at 613-233-6363

AMICA

T (TES LG HER B

33 MONK STREET - AMICA.CA/THEGLEBE
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Worship Is The
Thing

BY GLENN ] LOCKWOOD

A funny thing happened to the
architecture of Anglican churches
in the 1960s. It got religion. Or,
to put it another way, people
began thinking about the purpose
of church and how the design of
a worship space reflected that
purpose—thinking that resulted in
what we see here in the Church of
the Epiphany, Gloucester, built half
a century later.

Epiphany emerged from the
amalgamation of two parishes,
the Church of Saint Christopher in
Gloucester, and Saint Paul’s Church,
Overbrook. These two emerged
in the 1960s, either at the same
time or just a little after an Ontario
conference on church architecture
was being held in Toronto in 1961.

At the conference, Edward Frey
from the department of church
architecture of the United Lutheran
Church in America challenged the
traditional way in which building
committees arranged for the
design of churches. “For them it is
a settled matter that the interior
of the building should be longer
than it is wide, filled with the
familiar furnishings so arranged
as to conform to the stereotyped
image of the meeting house or the
medieval cathedral,” he asserted.
“The building and the idea of the
building are all pervasive and this
must not be because the building is
not the thing. Worship is the thing.”

Church of the Epiphany, Gloucester

East Ottawa Deanery

Frey noted that an important
aspect of the liturgical awakening
taking place in contemporary
Christian society was the
rediscovery of the laity. Worship in
church was not a solo activity of
the priest or minister, but rather the
essential and active participation
of the “whole people of God.” To
encourage such participation, the
architecture and furnishings of new
churches should encourage people
to participate fully in public worship
rather than be forced into the
passive role of mere observers.

The same year as this conference,
Victor Fiddes published with
Ryerson Press at Toronto The

DIOCESAN ARCHIVES 51 G6 20

Architectural Requirements of
Protestant Worship. In his survey
history Fiddes, like Frey, urged a
return to worship in the round such
as the early Christians had practiced
in their house churches before the
toleration granted to Christians
by the emperor Constantine had
prompted the church to merge
its worship practices with those
of established pagan religions.
Principally, Frey and Fiddes
argued for locating a communion
table in the middle of a circle of
worshippers.

Back in Gloucester, both St.
Christopher’s and Saint Paul’s
claimed to be innovative in

physically arranging worship. Take
Saint Christopher’s for example.
Lacking the funds to build a church,
they settled for building a functional
parish hall, making use of stacking
chairs rather than pews, but laid out
for worship facing a free-standing
altar at one end. As for Saint Paul’s,
the new house of worship they
built at the end of the decade had
the altar in the centre, as Frey and
Fiddes recommended. The only
problem was no immediate prospect
of growth.

With prodding from the
Diocese, the two small churches
amalgamated as Church of the
Epiphany, and their new worship
space opened in 2003. Not only was
the altar in the centre, but baptisms
took place there too in a cruciform
immersion tank seen here in the
foreground. The only connection
with traditional local church
architecture was the octagonal
shape of the worship space. The
only colour in that space was
provided by the red chairs grouped
in a circle.

The Diocesan Archives collects
parish registers, vestry reports, service
registers, minutes of groups and
committees, financial documents,
property records (including
cemeteries and architectural plans),
insurance policies, letters, pew
bulletins, photographs and paintings,
scrapbooks, parish newsletters and
unusual records.

Reflection, from page 10

| believe that the reason the
Anglican church has persisted for
so long and did not die off after a
generation was because those who
were stewards of this movement
before us, met the challenges of
their changing contexts head on.
What is different, however, is the
accelerated pace of demographic,
cultural, societal and religious
change. And so, | am persuaded
that the pace of our response has
to be adjusted. Our capacity to
respond has to be increased. Our
imagination has to be activated. Our

willingness to try new things has to
be encouraged.

As our context changes, the
questions that spiritually seeking
people ask will change. As our
demographics change, we will
have to navigate the tension
between stewarding our legacy
and imagining a new Anglican
movement that thrives in the
future. As the ethnicities in our
communities change, we will have
to make room for expressions
of faith that may differ from our
historical expressions. As minorities
of all kinds are allowed to find their

PWRDF offers a new Lenten resource

The Primate's World Relief and
Development Fund (PWRDF) and
renowned biblical scholar Dr. Sylvia
Keesmaat have created a free Lenten
resource that focuses on health and
well-being, not just of human beings but
of the planet and all creation.
Subscribers will receive a daily email
with a reflection from Dr. Keesmaat,
“on what health, well-being and good
living require of us in our lives and our
relationships with one another, with
creation and with God. As you will
read, things begin to break down when

human beings separate themselves from
creation, exploiting it as a com-modity,
or separate and exploit one another. In
so doing, we separate ourselves from
the Creator.”

Dr. Keesmaat will guide meditations
and [offer] lessons in repair and
restoration that are both profoundly
ancient and current.”

The resource will also be available as a
free download on the PWRDF website,
so parishes may use it as a Bible study.

www.pwrdf.org/lent2024

voices in an increasingly progressive
society, we are going to have to find
ways to speak with humility and be
champions for justice where we may
have been silent or complicit with
injustice in the past.

The rapidly changing context
in which we currently live may
look daunting to some, but | have
come to see things differently. |
believe that this is an opportunity
to add new pages to the story
of the Anglican movement in
this city. | believe that we can be
stewards of the necessary work
that is needed to reach spiritually

seeking people. | believe that we
can build on the work of legacy
congregations by starting new faith
communities which are not viewed
as competition because they are
reaching new people. | believe that
we can be agents of justice in a
world beset by injustice. | believe
that we can be instruments of
grace and peace in a world of deep
division and suspicion. | believe that
the work the church has to do is not
yet complete. Our changing context
illuminates exciting new roads

to travel. | believe that the Spirit
beckons.

613718 0708

Smiths Falls Clinic
1A Main St. E Smiths Falls

613704 2532

Brockyville Clinic
163 U Ormond St. Brockville
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133 Main St. Morrisburg
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CALENDAR

Feb. 2

African drumming with Sadio
Sissoko

6 pmto 9 pm

St. Stephen’s Anglican Church
(930 Watson St., Ottawa)

See details in story. p. 9

Feb. 4

Sunday Eucharist service with
guest choir The Voices of Praise
10 am

St. Stephen’s Anglican Church
(930 Watson St., Ottawa)

See details in story. p. 9

Feb. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Coffee, Company and Conversation
10 am - noon

St. Mark's, Ottawa

(1606 Fisher Ave.)

Seniors come enjoy this weekly
program. See poster on page 5 for
more information.

Feb. 4, 11, 18, and 25

Black History Month guest
speakers during Sunday Eucharist
services

10 am

St. Mark's, Ottawa

(1606 Fisher Ave.)

See details on poster below.

Feb. 13
Shrove Tuesday

-

St. Mark's , 1606 Fisher Avenue

Sunday February 4.
10:00am Eucharizl Seryloe:
Cucsl S ke

Mr. Faul Mugarura, Pastor, Worship Leradsr, Rusinian

Sunday February 11:
10:00 am  Eucharlsl Service:

GUest Speaker:

sunday February 18:

1000 am Eucharisl Ssrice:

Cuesl Boes4arn
Yolande Parsans, Spintua Sare Coardingzor a1d Event
Plansgemen ! teachor ab Algar guir Salass,

sunday February 25:

1000 am Eusharisl Serice:

GZueat Speakar:

falkws ng 10:00 am Rervice
Afro-Caribbean Luncheon and Reggae Band

Feb. 14
Ash Wednesday - Season of Lent
begins

Feb. 18

Journeying as Allies book club

2 pm

Julian of Norwich, Ottawa

(7 Rossland Ave.)

Think Indigenous

by Doug Good Feather

Zoom discussion. Information:
allmyrelations@ottawa.anglican.ca

Feb. 24

Coldest Night of the Year
fundraiser

4 pmto 7 pm

All Saints Westboro

(347 Richmond Rd. Ottawa)

All Saints Westboro is organizing
a group a group walk to fundraise
for Cornerstone Housing for
Women again this year. For more
information: https://cnoy.org/
location/ottawawestboro

Marriage Preparation

The online Marriage Preparation
webinar provided by HumanCare
Marriage Prep, recommended by
the diocese, is found at: https://
www.marriageprep.com/

For more information:
mmurray@marriageprep.com

e ..
- 66% of Canadian
families haven't

discussed their
final wishes

Raw. Dr. Anthany Bailay, Laad Minister, Pa-kdala United Church

Ambassador Y. Alfred Gray, Bahamas High Commissinner.

Choosing funeral and cemetery
plans can be overwhelming to a
grieving spouse.

Plan the details now. Together.

Get started today.
Scan the QR code to
visit us online or call
for a FREE 87
Decisions, Choices,
and Things to Do™ brochure.

Kelly
&9 Funeral Homes

by Arbor Memorial
Carling Orléans Somerset
2313 Carling Ave. 2370 St.JosephBlvd. 585 Somerset St. W.

613-828-2313 613-837-2370 613-235-6712

Kanata Barrhaven Walkley
580 Eagleson Rd. 3000 Woodroffe Ave. 1255 Walkley Rd.
613-591-6580 613-823-4747 613-731-1255

*Research conducted by Willful and Arbor Memorial Inc.
ina 2020 survey.




